
 

 

The foregoing information provides a summary overview of certain statutory and/or regulatory provisions. This summary is not comprehensive and does not constitute 
legal advice. It is for informational purposes only and should be independently verified by client's legal counsel.  Review of the full text of referenced statutes and 
regulations may be necessary. 

Regulatory Bulletin                      April 9, 2020 

 

Subject: New York Workers’ Compensation Board (NY WCB) 
Extends Formulary Deadline for Prescription Renewals to  
January 1, 2021 
In response to widespread health care industry challenges due to COVID-19, the Chair of the NY WCB has modified the 
New York Workers’ Compensation Drug Formulary (NY WC Formulary) regulation (12 NYCRR 441.3(a)(2)) to extend the 
deadline by which all health care providers must obtain prior authorization for renewals of non-formulary medications 
from June 5, 2020, to January 1, 2021. 

The six-month extension to January 1, 2021 will: 

• Reduce the impact that the COVID-19 emergency may have on health care providers’ ability to implement the 
requirement. 

• Provide more time to health care providers to ensure that prescription renewals are consistent with the NY WC 
Formulary. 

• Ensure that the current health crisis does not negatively affect injured workers, especially those who are on 
certain medications that are non-formulary agents. 

This extension also aligns with the expected implementation of the first phase of the Board’s Business Information 
System (BIS) Project. In the first phase, the Board will roll out a new web-based portal through which providers can 
request and manage prior authorization and variance requests related to treating injured workers, taking common forms 
(MG-1, MG-2, and C4-Auths), and related processes online. 

The new portal will promote greater access for health care providers, quicker response times for prior authorization 
requests, and greater system reliability – resulting in the improved delivery of care to injured workers. 

Please note, no changes have been made to the NY WC Formulary Prior Authorization process for prescriptions, and the 
new web-based portal is to continue to be used by providers for the medications that require prior authorization. 

For more information visit the Board’s website at wcb.ny.gov. 

If you have additional questions, please contact your Account Manager or Account Pharmacist. 
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